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Phi lco lv{odel  42,390 is  an c iqht . tnhc supcrhctcrod; ,ne radio employing two Phi lco XXL

tubes and thc new Phi lco XXFM tubc.  I t  is  designcd for  opcrat ion on an al ternat ing current

(A.C.)  supply l ine.

The l ine voi tage and f rcq,rcncy c, f  t i r is  radio are marked on the nanle label  ins ide of  the

cabinet .  Makc sure that  these corrcspond rv i th the powtr  furnished your hone. I f  in  doubt,

check wi th your local  power conlprny.

This radio is  dcsigncd to opcratc ovcr thrcc f requcncy rangcs as fo l lou 's:  540 to 1720

ki locycles (Kc.)  for  broadcast  reccpt ion;  a band spread rangc of  9 to 15.5 negacycles (Mc.)

for  recept ion of  American and Forcign short ,wave stat ions;  and a range of  42,  to 50 megacycles

for  recept ion of  t l . re new Frequency \4odulat ion (F.M.)  stat ions.

The scale is  cal ibrated in k i locycles for  the broadcast  rangc,  in mcgrcycles for  the short '

wave range, and in stat ion cal l  numbers for  the F.M. range. These numbers are par!  of  the cal l

le t ters for  a l l  F.M. stat ions.
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V O L U M E  B A S S
CONTRCL CONTROL

TRE.BLE TUN ING
CONTROL CONTROL

INSTALLNTION
After  unpacking the radio,  nrake sure al l  the tubes are pressed down f i rmly.  The name

label  ins ide the cabinet  wi l l  show the re lat ive locat ion of  the tubes.  The Loktal  type tubes may

be removcd for  replacement by rocking them gent ly in their  sockets unt i l  the ccnter  L-rcking pin

rs re leased.

Nei ther outs idc aer ia l  nor ground is necessary wi th th is model .  The improved Phi lco

Bui l t , in  Broacicast  and Short-Wavc Antenna Systern has been employed because of  i ts  specia l

noise ' reducing propert ies and sr tpcr ior  short 'v ' rave pcrformance -  a l l  wi th phrg ' in convenience

For maximum performance in steel  re inforced bui ld ings and other shie lded locat ions a

Phi lco outdoor antcnna is recommcnded. I f  s tandard broadcast  and short .wave s ignals do not

require an outdoor antennir ,  a specia l  Phi lco Dipole Outdoor Aer ia l  may be used a1one. This

Phi lco Dipole Outdoor Acr ia l  conne;ts in p lace of  the F.M. Bui l t ' in  Aer ia l .  I f  an outdoor

antenna is dcsired for  broadcast ,  short ,wave,  and F.NI.  recept ion,  a t ransformer is  suppl ied to

be used in conjunct ion wi th the Phi lco Dipole Outdoor Aer ia l .  This t ranslormer is  p lugged

into the socket  f rour which the F.M. loop connect ing plug has bcen removed. The t ransmission



P H I L C O M O D E L  4 2 . 3 9 0

l ine suppl ied wrth the Phi lco Dipoi t  Outdoor Aer ia l  is  then connectcd to the 
"Red" 

and 
"Black"

terminals provided on thc t ransformer can for  t l - r is  purpose.  I f  an outdoor antenna is desired

for  standard broadcast  and s i ror t ,wave only,  a Phi lco Outdoor Aer ia l  rnay be connected to the
"Black" 

teninal  of  the t ransformer can.

The Phi lco Dipole Outdoor Aer ja l  (Part  No. 45,2926),  the t ransformcr (Part  No.

76 ,1361 ) ,  and  t he  Ph r l co  Ou tdoo r  Ae r i a l  (Pa r t  No .40 .6370 ) ,  may  be  ob ta i ned  f r om you r

Ph i l co  dca l c r .  A  g rounJ  conncc t i on  i s  noL  i r c ccs> i l r y  w i t h  e i t hc r  i ns ta l l a t i on .

OPERNTION
To  ope ra te  t he  rud io ,  pu .1 r  t hc  p r rL i cu l a r  sc l cc to r  bu t t on  g i v i ng  t he  se rv i cc  dcs i r ed .  Th i s

suppl ies power to the radio and i l luminatcs the dia l .  The radio is  turned of l  by pushing the
"OFF" 

but ton.

For tuning in the Broadcast  Band, push thc but ton labeled 
"B'DC'ST".  To tune in a

stat ion,  t r . r rn the 
"Volume 

Control"  to about one.hal f  i ts  tota l  range and select  the stat ion by
r o t e l i n c  t h e  " T r r n i n . "  l i n o b .

For best  recept ion,  tunc in thc dcsircd sta l ion wi th the volume turned 1ow. This enables

you to gct  the cr lc t  point  a i  whrch the stat ion comes in best .  Then adjust  the volurne to the

desircd leve1 wi th the volume contro l .

The tone rnay be adjnstcd by nc, ,ns , {  thc BASS and TREBLE contro ls.  Turn the BASS

Coniro l  countcr ,c lockrv ise to cxtcnd t l rc  h lss r rngc and give more dcpth of  tone.

Tu ln  r i r c  l ' l \E I JLE  Co , r t r o l  c l uckw i - c  t o  cx ' . cnJ  t l r c  t r ch l c  r ange  and  g i ve  mo :c  b r i l l i ance

of tone.  When a rcduct ion in b.rckground noise is  desired on distant  or  short .wave stat ions,

rotate the t reble contro l  in a counter.c lockwise di rect iun.

For tuning in the Short ,Wave Birnd,  push the corre sponding but ton,  then proceed the same

as tuning on the Broadcast  Band. The band sprcad enables you to tune short .wave more easi iy .

Short .wave stat io l ts  arc receivcd on the var ious scct ions of  the dia l  according to the fo l low'

i ng  gcnc ra l  t i n re  sched r r l c :
l v f o rn i ng  -  l l . 7 . l Z .0  mc . ;  1 . 5 .0 ,1 .5 .5  mc .

A f t e r n o o n  -  9 . 5 . 1 0 . S  m c . ;  1 1 . 7 , 1 2 . 0  m c .

N igh t  - -  9 . 5 ,10 .8  mc .

Turning the loop inside the cabinet  wi l l  cause a var iat ion in the volume of  recept ion on

wcak stat ions.  This same direct ional  property rv i l1 a lso cause an addi t ional  reduct ion in noise

inter ference in many cases.  For maximr.rm perfr - r rmance turn the loop unt i l  best  recept ion is

obtaincd.  This posi t ion may vary for  d i l lerent  stat ions.

For F.M. reccpt ion,  push the but ton markcd 
"F.N{."  

and selcct  a stat ion by tuning near

the number on the dia l  corrcsponding to the desired stat ion cal l  number.  The tuning of  an

F.M. stat ion is  inherent ly  broad and for  best  resul ts i t  is  necessary to tune the set  accurately in

the mic ld le of  the received s ignal .  Any other sct t ing such as points of f  to the s ide of  the correct

sct t ing mty resul t  in d istor t ion and rv i l1 not  g ivc the pur i ty  of  tone and f reedom from noise for

which the sct  is  designcd.

ELECTRIC PUSH,BUTTON TUNING
'When 

your set  is  insta l led,  your Phi lco dealer  wi l l  adjust  the radio to your favor i te broad'

cast stations and rvi11 ir.rscrt their call lctters above the station buttons.

To tune t l - re set  wi th the 
"Push 

Buttons",  s imply push the but ton below the desired stat ion

cal l  le t ters and your stat ion v, ' i11 bc tuned instant ly .  The volume and tone of  the program may

be contro l led q ' i th the VOLUME, BASS, a,nd TREBLE Controls.

This set  has bccr-r  dcsigned to reccive ihe sound of  a te levis ion program tuncd in by the

special  type Phi lco Televis ion Set designed for  th is purpose.  I f  at  any t ime i t  is  desired to use

this 
"Televis ion" 

sound, your Phi lco Dealer  wi l l  make the necessary adjustments on the push

button labelcd 
' "Te1evis ion".  

This but ton may also be used for  p laying of  phonograph records

{rom a Phi lco Wireless Record Plaver.



P H I L C O M O D E L  + ) . 3 9 0

I f  at  any t ime i t  is  desired to subst i tutc any sta- t ion received wc11 in your local i ty  for  a

stat ion appear ing on the cal l  lc t tcr  panel ,  cons, . r l t  your Phi lco dcaler  and have him make the

necessary adjustments.

Ntr--b(w*_
Lool; for this

lintblem i,n 11our
N cishborhooil

SERVICE
For the cor- tvcnience of  a1l  racl io owncrs,  Phi lco has c icvclopcd a plan

for  pronpt ,  e l l ic ient  radio strv icc in every local i ty .  This p lan is  known as
"Radio Nlanufacturcrs Scrv icc" .  Thcrc is  a r tcnlbcr  in yotrr  neig l iborhood -

l - r is  shop or  store can bc idcnt i icd by thc cnhlctn shown i rerc.  To make

sure of  guarantecd rvork,  gctrLt inc Phr lco t tLbcs and pl r ts ,  and st i rndard

pr iccs -  cal l  a mc:nbc.  of  
" l ladio 

Matrr t facturers Scrv ice".

u/ARRANTY
f i 'c  t .nrratrL ca4h neto I ' lu i l .co l io<l io l )ce: i tcr an<l Stnl ;cr to be free front dcfccts in nwtnial  qlui

zoori ; t tut t ts, t ip utul . t . r  nornLa.L ust '  ard s<rr icr,  orrr  ol t i i t r r t iut  tL)t( lcr  t l r is lcdrrQrLt. t t  bt i t ry l int iLcd to nLql ihLg

gorxl  aL our <lcl tot  antt  ?art  or IxarLs t l tertof  ul t i ,c l t  s l taLl ,  rc i . l l t i r t  nincta (90) ddts qi tcr dcl i t tcr l t  o, f  suclu

Ikcc:t t r  to t l te or i t l tnal  tctai l  lmrc! iu: : t ' t ' ,  bc rcturnc( l  to ourd,cpot rct i lL traf ls lot tat iql  c lLat l ios l rcpaicl ,
qnd uhich otn etqlr inqt ion sl tql l  d isclosc to alLr saLisiacl i .on to lwta bccn t lms d( ' f tct ixe.;  t i r is u 'an'anta

bri l ( t  t t l r tssl l1 i t t  l tcLt ol  ui l  ot l t . t r  u 'qtrair t ics t- : tpt ' rssed or intpl icd, at t<I of  alL otht: t  ob. iLtat ians or

I i t : t i i iLL,t  t \ t  our ?att ,  qn(] ,  rcc m|i lhcr essu'rc nor cut l tartze anu raplas.n!4t i te or ol l tcr  lcrsm to usuJt la

for u\ qi :1l  oi lLt  t  i iu. l t l i i13 i l l  co11i1.cLlon r i t lu t l rc salc oJ I lccci t ,crs or Szcalrcrs.

Tl ,  s t t l t i t r t i t . l  : lo i l  , i ict l ,  qt i , l t t  to ut,  I ] . tccir :cr or Sncal;ct  t t lL ich sl tul l  l taue been rewirc<l or al terad'

ot l tcr t lw.t t  l ) !  l ts i t1 dtru l r t l t t  ro a. j ,  i l l  our judlJt ,Lr.nt ,  to qi(ct  i ls sta.btLi ty or rc l iabi l i tU, nqr whiclv l tas

btcn stLbicct,o ,1is irs. ,  1L{!Jl i1J(:r( t :  or acr: i ,1.ct t l ,  nor u:kicL iLas lwt l  tha scial  nutt tbcr al tetccl ,  c l lqcql or

rntourt l -  Nt, jJ/ t rr  r ; ' .c l l  t l : is t r t : rrc: t t tJ q?l l t l  to arLl t  rceciz 'cr or spcal;cr bl t ic lu lws bcen conl lcct!)d '  ot lLeN

uise than im accotdanca utUt tne LlLstructtorLa !unt i ; l ta<I bt t  us.
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